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My name is Dwinda and | am Indonesian. In 2014, | went to Mie
Prefecture for the first time to study in Master Degree Program of
Faculty of Bioresources of Mie University. | studied in Mie University with
scholarship from Indonesian government. To be honest, before | got this
scholarship, | have no idea about Mie Prefecture. | know Tokyo, Kyoto,
Osaka, Hokkaido, but not Mie. Then | searched more about Mie
Prefecture on Google before lecturers from Mie University came to
Indonesia for interviewing scholarship candidates. | found that Mie
Prefecture has a lot of attractions such as Ise Jingu, Ama Divers, and
Matsusaka Beef. Something that | didn’t know before. It is interesting to
know that Mie has a lot of hidden tourism destinations that not many
international tourists know about it. At that time, | am sure that my stay

in Mie will be interesting and fun.
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In Mie University, | researched about ecotourism and my sensei gave me

a chance to do internship for one year in Kaito Yumin Club, an eco-tour




operator in Toba City. He was sure that my internship experience will give
me a broad view about ecotourism in Japan, especially in Ise-Shima
National Park. In this internship, | gained my knowledge about Mie
Prefecture tourism, especially about Ise-Shima. | met locals and tried to
talk to them. Although my Japanese is not really good and sometimes
Toba dialect can be challenging, the people in Toba are very warm and
friendly. It reminds me of Indonesia. That is why | love Toba City very
much. Therefore, when my boss in Kaito Yumin Club offered me a job in
Toba after graduated from Mie University, | said YES! | work in Kaito
Yumin Club for 2.5 years. | guided Japanese, foreign tourists, and
journalists coming to Ise-Shima area. Sometimes, | also guided my
Indonesian friends and relatives to other tourist destinations in Mie, such

as lga City, Nabana No Sato, and Misugi.
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| still remember, in the beginning of my internship in Toba, many local
people (especially the obaasan and ojiisan) were staring at me like | am
an alien when they see me on the street. Maybe it is because there are
not so many foreigners in Toba, especially those who wears hijab
(Muslim’s scarf) like me. However, after years working in Toba, many of
them are now became my friends and getting used to see me with my
hijab. We greet each other and talk like friends. Even | make friends with
Ama divers too! Even though Toba people around me now know me as a

foreigner who work in Toba, | have a funny experience with Japanese
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tourist in Toba. When | was cleaning kayak after tour in front of my
office, a Japanese tourist came to me and asked if | am an Ama diver. |
laughed and realized that my swimming outfit was look like the Ama’s
outfit because the Muslim women swim-wear is like a diving suit with
head cover. Just like Ama! Therefore, the next time my boss asked me to

cosplay as an Ama in Japan Travel Mart, | not feel different with Ama.
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In the end of 2017, after my husband graduated from his Master Degree
in Mie University, we decided to back to Indonesia for good. | work as an
English/Japanese tourist guide in Jakarta and sometimes | also work as
sales representative of Ama Hut Hachimankamado during Japan Travel

Meeting in Indonesia.
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In Indonesia, | miss Japanese food that | often ate in Mie. Although
Japanese food is easy to find in Indonesia, sometimes | miss special food
from Mie. | miss the sweetness of Akafuku shaved ice during summer,
the tekonezushi from Kaigetsu Inn, and food that | got from Ama-san
when | guided tourists to their hut. Sometimes, if my Japanese friend
from Ise-Shima said that they want to send me a gift from Japan, |
always asked them to send me Mie’s food. Of course, it is impossible to
send mochi or seafood sushi from Japan, so they sent me dried seaweed
(hijiki is my favourite!) harvested by the Ama-san from Osatsu. It tastes
so gooood! The umami flavour of the seaweed brings back the memory

from Mie.
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Now, the COVID-19 pandemic stops everything. My Japanese friends
cannot send me dried seaweed anymore from Japan and all of the Japan
travel exhibition in Indonesia are cancelled. But thanks to technology, |
still can do virtual tour to my Indonesian tourists! Virtual tour is a tour
using Zoom application (sometimes we also use other platform such as
Google Meet), combining guiding technique, pictures, videos, and Google
maps. Virtual tour is new, but it grows rapidly in Indonesia during
pandemic. In this tour, | show tourist destinations in Mie to my audiences
and tell them a story about Mie cultures (the ninjas, Ama divers, and also
the food). Surprisingly, many of my audiences enjoy it! It opens their
mind that Mie is very unique and worth a visit. | am so happy that even in

this pandemic, | still can be a bridge (%2(71&) between Mie and Indonesia.
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