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Effect of direct sowing and varietal differences on growth of containerized

Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica) and Japanese cypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa) seedlings
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Abstract: To produce seedlings of the Japanese cedar and Japanese cypress reliably and cost effectively, it is
necessary to produce seedlings in a short period while maintaining a high yield. However, maintaining a high
yield is difficult because annual seedlings vary considerably in length and stem diameter. In this study, a test was
conducted on the Japanese cedar and Japanese cypress to investigate two factors that may influence seedling
growth: the sowing method (direct sowing in a container or transplantation to a container), and the varietal dif-
ferences. The aim of the study was to find an optimal method of raising seedlings that can maintain a high yield
within a short period. The results showed that seedlings produced by direct sowing grew faster than seedlings
produced by transplantation. In the seedlings produced by direct sowing, growth differed between the varieties.
It was therefore concluded that a high yield of seedlings could be obtained in a short period by selecting
fast-growing seed varieties and sowing directly.
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